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feports received w
to 1400 EST Tuesday indicate that the situation in Jorden is still
tense. The French pews agency snd the Isrseli radic reported late
this morning thet dexonstrators tore dowm the flag over the U.S.
consulate, AFP sdding that an attack wes later dirvects? sgainst the
Fmﬁmmmmmmmmmmmm Ay
mmmamsm@fmmmwmmzs ;mm:mg
and shouting” =nd loudapeakers are anmouncing the Covermme
mzwm,mﬁmmmumumm*m:m:
1ittle effect.” Curfew in Jerusalem znd Bethlehem has been ordered
from 1600 to 0600 hours,

First reports of dlstwrbances in the Jordanisp cspital came in
an Arsh News Agency veport from Caldvs Thursday svening Decesber 15
vhich said Jordenisn students hed entrenched themselves in the Jordanian
enhecsy in Cairo to protest sttexpts to force Jordsn to join the
Eaghdad Fact. A dsy sarlier, the Jordan rafio had reported the
resignation of the Said al-Muftl doverpent which on Tussday had been
confronted with a pariisssatary request for a statement cn the
aegotiations taking place since the previousz weskend with the British
Chief of Staffl, General Templer. The Bealth Minister, replying for the
Government, sald the British propossls hd sedther been acoepted nov
rejocted. AFP reported Decenmber 12 that the former Jordan Minizter
Welid Balah had told a press conference in Beirut that BEritain was
mtmgnwummﬁmmmmm And on December 17
the Jordan radic broadcast a REUTERS interview vith the new premisr,
al%,}ﬂi mm ﬁ&wt ia the Said al-aftl eabinet over
Wmmmwgmmaammmmmmtoa
“certain Arad state.” The resignstion of four ministers was subsequently
reported.

The Jordsn radio*s sccount of eveuts since the disorders began
has been extremely reserved, and frequently in confliet with reportage
from other area sources, Typical was fts report of a “"peaceful
demonstration™ mmxw,mmmmmwrma
clashes and casusltios, snd its amouncement that police were "able to
disperse” ammtmmmm mmmma
and one was killed.” The radioc also reported “pesceful demcnstraticns”
sawmwmmtmmm,ammmemmm
and in Jericho “grest damages”™ done to a development project. Reports
fyom other transmittersc were occasionslly contradicted. Early Decesber
17 Caire reported that 30 persons were killed, 200 seriously injured,
300 demonstrators mryested, and a state of emergmney prociaimed. An
hour later, the Jarussien me) radio officislly denied Damascus

Approved For Release 2001/03/04.:CIA:RDP79R00890A000600070040-0

i




s T A
Approved For Release ZOWiﬂwgR00890A000600070040-0

regort about “distwrbences yesterday sad the killing and wounfing of

L0 persons.” Amy iscilent involving swourity or arrests was categorically
denjed. later in the day, the ssme radio officially demied s report
attributed to Cairo radio sbout the resigustion of Arif al-Arif from

the Jordan cabinet, a3ding that the Minister wss "now attending &

Cabinet meeting apd carrying out his duties in a normal menmer.” Two
hours after the Iasrasli radic reported thet Arad Legion reiaforcesents
mhm'mmmmm‘cmyat;mmmmma

the City Wall had been closed, the Jordan radio offiecially declared

the gates were open.

Arsb News Agency reports suggested a quite different picture., On
Monday the agancy reported ihat “bolstercus” demomstrators marched in
the streets caslling for the resignation of the nev goversmmeat and for
no Joining of Toreign silitery pacts. The same traaamission noted that
the Minister of Education Bhad closed &1l schools until further notice--
Jordan radic saoounced December 17 that Jeruselem schools would reopen
Decerdhar 20<-gnd that the Army hsd occupied all Governaemt buildings.
m@mmmmmmmmﬁwm"ﬁwmmmu
tions” 4n Trbid smd other towms of the provisce--the Syrisn AL GABAS
said Irbid had Yeen "completely destroyel®--in Kmrak, and asathern towns.
Demonstrations were reportad still in progress in Reblue after three
days, the post office in Hebron was said to be wrecked, anéd similar
inctdents were reporied to have ccowrred in Jesin, Tulkarmm, Qelqilysh,
Ramallish, Al-Birsh and Bayt Jals, sad st refugee casps in Jevricho and
ale-Duhashi in the Hebron ares, clashes resulting in ssny wounded were
reyorted. The agsncy &lsc moted that the Goverument had axrested
Wmswmmmmmmm,MMngm
al-Babulsi, secretary, as well as members of other parties for
instigating the 4smmstrations. '

Jordan radio Decesber 20 carried the text of a royal decree discolving
the Chanber of Deputiss and & statement by the premier calling for cslm.
“Nothing shall be decided upom defore 1t is spproved by the new representatives
of the nstion,” he said., ™fhere is nothing in the wind which should -
wmaﬂimﬁ This is proof ail tesfentious rumors regerding allegec
alliences ave +  The Israsli radic featured e report of & protest

by the Jordan premier to the Egyptian ssbasssdor agsinst the incitement

of Jordenians by Calro radic.

Catiro redio makes no secret of its aympethy with the demonstratora.
An Aveb-laagnsge transmission for Palestinians quoted the lLebapese al~
Sharg as stetiag that officers of Jordan's netiomal guard had met el
cnlled for "secession from the Amcas govermeent and separation of eant
and vest Jorden.” “Free officers” maid sald to have defected from the
Aruy to the Hatiomsl Gusrd. The same broadesst cavried s commemisry
which iaid the "pressure apd coercion now in evidemce in Jordan® to

mws were quoted as m&ma "large-scale” mmttm in
Jerusalem and sttecks om foreign comsmistes. Other "Amman reports”
frog Cairo radio said seven persons had besn killed sad Fifty wownded
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and that a mwber of officers had been arrested., Esrlier, Cairo eancunced
that the demonstrators in Amman bad been jead through the streets by two
former Ministers, Naim Abd sl-Hedi and Sulayman Tagan.

Comsent from other areas sources 1is limited. Syrian studenis sare
reparted by ANA to have held sympathy demonstrations protesting the
Jordan government's attitude to the Baghdad Pact. AFP reported Decerber
20 that & pumber of Syrian deputies had rigen in the Chamber to
condemn"Majelits plet to prepare Jordsn's adherence to the Baghfad
Pact" and to @sk the Syrian government "to intervene in the Jordanisn
erisis and help solve it in the interest of the Arebs.” Cairo home
service cited "relisble sources” in Demascus Decesber 20 for a report
that "high level® discussions were taking place between Syris, Egypt,
and Baudi Arsbia "with regard to graniing finsncial 2id to Jordan in
the event British Tinancial aid is withheld.” The French news sgency
reported from Belrut that news of the Jordan ecsbinet's attitude tosard
the ] Pact had been received by the Lebanese press without
surprise "but with bitterness end concern,”

A statement from the royal pelage in Amman Decenber 1k, broadecest
ty the Jordan radio msy elso be noted. It referred to *tendentious

the Palestine question and the Goverrment's manner of 2esling with it,
and stressed that this issue “heads all other questions, end for it all
the country's materisl and moral capacities have been mobiliged.”

The statement then pointed cut that efforts were nede to begin talks
with the British Government for amendment of the Anglo-Jordan treaty
of 1948 two years ago, hnd that the British had agreed to resume
negotiations.
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